JSU CLUB ACTIVIT

SHOCK CLUB

Time needed 30 minutes

Age range Any teen

Background of teen | Little to no background
Set up Video capability
Goals:

JSUers will consider how the mitzvos are designed to refine you as a person and that all prohibitions are
supposed to help you avoid failings in your character.

Relevance:
Consider if actions with no consequence are still relevant.

Active Learning:
Write your phone number on the board and start setting up the device as kids are coming
in, let them get their curiosity piqued. When someone finally asks, tell the group that you have a friend (or
you yourself) who is a graduate student at a local university in the electrical engineering department.
He/she is developing a new device for the deaf community which gives them phone alerts by way of low
level electrical impulses - because let’s be honest, no one ever feels their phone vibrate - it isn’t meant to
hurt, just gives a sensation. Tell them that you were asked to try it out to test and calibrate the system. Put
on the wristband/electrode/whatever and ask if anyone would like to call you and test it out. Someone will.
React pleasantly, “Oh, that’s really cool, it feels like, warm or something, I can’t explain it.” Someone will ask
to try it, tell them that you can’t legally and that you still need to calibrate it at higher volumes. Turn up the
volume, ask someone to call you. This time let it be slightly painful, but not bad. Turn up the volume again.
Scream and ham it up, put on your acting skills, shock them (not electrically!). THAT HURT! Let’s try it ata
lower setting again. Have them call again, SCREAMING PAIN! Rip it off, or something else to illustrate your
pain. Turn it down lower, pain again. “It must be stuck at the higher setting, let’s recalibrate it.” Disconnect
some leads, try again. Have someone call. Scream in pain, go through the charade a few times until it is clear
that something is messed up and that it is pretty much sure to shock you painfully. Ask someone to call
again. Scream in pain. Remove the device and calmly tell them that the whole thing was not true. No shock,
no pain, nothing.

You could also show the Milgram experiment video and discuss it.

Supplies needed:

1. Various leads and cables (as per picure)
2. Phone



3. Bracelet band

Step by step planning:

Time Facilitator Activity Teen activity

10 mins Run the shock experiment or show Milgram video Students texting or watching video
10 mins Discussion questions discussion

10 mins Torah thoughts and wrap up

Facilitation Questions:

¢ Ask the question: Now that you know that I wasn’t in pain, was it still wrong or mean to call my

phone and shock me?
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Wrap up message and Torah thought:

¢ Ifyouintended on hurting someone even if they don’t get hurt, is it still wrong/bad?
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One may not eat any carcass of a dead animal, rather
he should give it to the convert and he should eat it,
or you should sell it to the non-Jew, for you are a
holy people to Hashem, your God, one shall not cook
a kid in its mothers milk.
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The explanation of “you are holy to Hashem your
God” is connected to “do not cook a kid in its
mothers milk”, for it is a disgusting food, however it
is forbidden for we must be holy with our food, or to
be holy so that we should not be a cruel nation that
we should milk the mother and use that milk in
which to cook her son. And even though all forms of
meat and milk are included as part of this
prohibition, for anything which nurses is called a
mother and anything which suckles is called a kid,
and it is only forbidden if done in a normal fashion
of cooking, and in all of these cases it is deemed
cruelty. And Rashi writes that the prohibition to not
cook a kid in its mothers milk is written three times,
to exclude wild animals, birds, and non-kosher
animals where this prohibition does not apply. The
Medrash learns this from the word “kid”, but the
prohibition itself, one is for the prohibition to eat
meat and milk, one to get benefit from it, and one to
cook.
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Q: What is cruel about it? The animal is dead and has no knowledge or experience of being cooked in its

own source of life!

A: Itisn’t about the animal, it is about YOU. The Torah is teaching us that an action can be cruel even if it
doesn’t have a cruel outcome. Doing something cruel, even if it doesn’t hurt anyone, makes you cruel and
therefore is a bad thing. The Torah is concerned with building a better person and so it forbids cruel actions

even if they don’t have a cruel outcome.




Bereishis Rabbah 44:1.
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It is written, “G-d, His way is perfect, the word of G-d
is refined...”13 Said Rav: The mitzvoth were given in
order to refine the human being. For what does G-d
care if one slaughters (an animal) from the throat or
one slaughters from the nape? But the mitzvoth
were given in order to refine the human being.
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